
GUIDELI]\trS FOR PHYSICAL SCIENCE

COURSE DESCRIPTIOIT{ ln the 8'r'grade our elnphasis is on the ph-vsical sciences:
chemistr:y and physics. A list of the concepts u,ill be given out as they are presented. The
f-rrst semester covers motion, force, c'arth in the solar s.vstem (as it relates to physics),
and densifv and buoyancy. The second semester covers structure oftflatter, the
periodic table, reactions, and chernistry of l iving systems.

CLASSWORI(: Each day ne rvil l  be doing some l<ind oi 'class rvork that n j l l  lange l iom
lectures to open cliscLrssions. Each student wiil be aware of rvhat rvill be covered for a
given da,v because it rvill appear under the agenda for the day.

READING ASSIGI{MENTS: Being on schedr-rle rvith the reading will help you stay on
track in this class. You rvill often be tested on the reading through a pop quiz.
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IIOMEWORK: Each rveek you will"ire-given a homeu,olk assignment sheet. You rvill
have homervork per chapter. Homenork must be turned in the lbllorviirg day after it is
assigned. Late homework is l\OT ACCEI'TED! if you are unaware about houervork
fbr an,v given da-y, checl< the rvebiite at www.ph)tzsci.com

QIJIZZES & TESTS: Quizzes will be given periodicalll' 16 detennine your retention of
inlbrmation; Chapter tests rvill be given at the end of every chapter. All test days u,ill be
annolulced. so, if you are going to be absent on a particular day, let me i<norv. so you can
take the test earlier. Test reviervs are always given prior to the test. If yor-r are ever absettt
during a test revierv. it is your responsibility to nrake sure that you find out what is on the
upcoming test. All tests will be returned to the student. we rvill review the test after all
students have cornpleted taken it. Sample test qnestions are attached to this syllabus.

LABS: You r.r,ill need a blacVblue covered composition bool< for lab. This.book rvill
contain all the lab work that rvas coverecl rvithin the r.veek. Lab analysis. clata tables,
charts, and graphs need to be rvord-processed and turned in every Friday of that week.
Labs will be clone whenever appropriate to strengthen understanding of rnater:ial
presentecl. I expect ALL students to be prepared and understancl the procedures before
starling a lab. i expect ALL students to behave in a safe and cautions manner. Il I lbel
that at any time you are conducting yourself or: tire lab in an unsale manner, u,hich u,ill
have an eff'ect on the class - you wiil be asked to discontinue the lab and further
disciplinary measures will be taken.

NIOTEBOOKS: You r.r,ili need a single subject notebook ibr notes that are given during
lectures. All notes can be accessed on the website at www.phyzsci.com under the
fall/spring semester. If you have a tendency to not be able to keep up. you shoulcl prepare
the notes ahead of tirne. DO NOT SIMPLY PRINT OUT NOTES FROM TI-IE
WEBSITE AND PASTE THEM IN YOUR NOTEBOOK - THIS IS
UNACCEPTABLE! ! !! The notebook will be collected every 4 weeks. It is your
responsibility to make Llp any notes inissed during that 4-week periocl before the
notebool< check.
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WORKBOOKS: All students are given workbooks. These workbooks \.vill seNe as
reinforcement to rraterial that was discussed in lecture. Workbooks are to remain in
school and all assisnments will be cornnleted in class.

MAKE-UP WORK: Most work can be made up if you are ever absent. Just see me and I
. rvill give you the nonnal 1 - 2 days to make up the work.

GRADING: Everything is based or.r a point system and the bleal<clor.vn is as follows:
Tests (r'alue depends on the amount ofquestions). Quizzes (20 points), Class work,
Homei.volk, and Handouts (10 points per assignrnent), Labs -2 Types: A.) Cornprehensive
(20 points) and B.) Non-comprehensive (10 points), Notebook check (50 points), Projects
(varies, but u.'ill always be announced at the start ofa project.) You will have a
cor.nprehensive senester final. The grading scale is the common one used: 100-90%: A,
89-80% - 8,79-70% = C, 69-60% - D, 59-0% = F. Citizenship grades are based on hot'
you pafiicipate in the class, _rzoLrr beh4rljgr dudng labs. your coufiesy to other class

' membe L's. your attendance, and yor.rr tardy record.

STUDENT CONDUCT Approprlate behavior will be required at all times ir, my class. I
r.vill not allow a student to interlbre rvith another students learning or teaching, The class
mles are as follows: 1) Be in class on time. 2) No food or drinks in class. 3) Show
courtesy and respect towards everyone at all tirnes. 4) Come prepared to class.

EXTRA HELP: Extra help is ahvays available before school starting at 7:15 A.M. in
Room 108. Alrvays use the website (www.phyzsci.com) for additional help or
clarification. Always tum in your rvork on time and complete. See rne if you're having
difficulty rvith the infonnation presented. DO NOT WAIT LTNTIL A TEST DAY! Read
ar.rd sign all fornrs and be extremely calefil during the labs.

I am really looking forward to working with you this year. Please read over these
guidelines witlr -vour parents or guardians. Sign belorv indicating that both ofyou
understand what is expected ofyourselliin order to be successful in this class.

Keep this handout for your own record. Remove the bottom-signed porlion and return it
to nre.
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Print Student Name:

Stuclent Siqnatnre: Parent Siqnature:



SAMPLE, TEST QI]trSTIOI\S

Multiple Choice Questions
- A change in position rvith respect to a reference points is: a)

acceleration b) velocity c) direction d) motion

True/False Questions
The distance an object travels in one unit of time is called
acceleration.

F ill In The Blank Questions
- In science, acceleration refers to increasing speed, decreasing

speed, o, ':e.'i'

Problem Based Questions
,-r"' - A roller"coaster car rapidly picks up speed as it rolls down a

slope. As it starls down the slope, its speed is 4mls. But 3 seconds
later, at the bottom of the slope, its speed is 22 mls. What is its
ayerage acceleration? Show formula, work, and correct units for
full credit.


